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extinction of slavery, immediately or remotely; but the crafty politicians of the South have humbugged the echoes of the democratic leaders with the idea that peace may be had without fighting, on the terms of union as it was, and constitution as it is, and so these echoes diligently inculcate the idea that all which the armies are fighting for now is abolition. It is certainly true that in this region the President has lost amazingly within a few weeks, and if the public sentiment here affords a fair indication of the public sentiment throughout the country, the popular suffrage to-day would be, "for a change."
In times of revolution it is not easy to foretell from month to month what may be the paramount phase of public opinion; and events are possible which will entirely change the present discontent. But these results must include military successes.
From D. Heaton to General Butler
NBWBHRN, N. C., August 16th, 1864
SIB: As you are doubtless aware, the recent Act of Congress in relation to Commercial Intercourse, the collection of Captured and Abandoned Property, &c. provides that an agreement should be made in writing between the Commanding General of the Department and an Officer designated by the Secretary of the Treasury, as to the amount of monthly supplies to be admitted in this Military District. By the Treasury Regulations framed under this Act of Congress and just received at this office, the undersigned has been designated as the officer to arrange with you as to the introduction of goods.
Desiring to occasion you as little inconvenience as possible amid your pressing duties, I have taken the liberty of drawing up such an agreement as it seems necessary to meet the case. I herewith respectfully enclose the same, drawn up in triplicate and signed on my part. If, on examination, the agreement meets with your approval, you will greatly facilitate matters by signing the original and duplicate and returning the same to me at your earliest possible convenience, retaining the triplicate copy for your own use.
I have estimated the amount of goods and supplies proper to be admitted for loyal persons residing within the lines of actual military occupations in this District, at $300,000.00 per month, regarding the number of such persons to be fifty thousand, a low estimate considering the influx of white and colored refugees.